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GHANGES IN FOOTBALL CODE INCREASE SCIENGE “OF “GAME
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By TOMMY CLARK.

LTERATIONS in the 1912 foot-
ball code are such as to
change the game only in &

] limited sense, and from a cas-
ua.l investigation of the maln points in

3 alterations have péen made it

woul peem that these changes are for
the better.’ Certainly they should be
gratifying from a spectator's viewpolfit,
as there is no doubt that this year will
see more of an assortment of tactics
displayed in actual competition than
' ever before.

| “This has been brought about by the

HARVARD MEN PRACTICING PASSING THE BALL

fore line smashing sooner than it will
against end running.

From what has been sald it ls safe
to conjectufre that the year will see fwo
distinct classes of teams, one with a
line smashing offense and the other
with an end running o!‘!enle. To de-
fend successfully axalnsl these the de-
fenses will have to be aitered to uultl
the cases, The team that can combine
the two offenses and has material
enough to develop both lines of attack |
{s the team to be feared, as the reten-
tion of the forward pass will weaken
the line as heretofore in the matter of
defense, and 1t will take a defense pos-
sessing steady center men, versatile

| tackles and sure tackling and heady

ends and secondary men to ade’xately

any degree of accuracy, and when it
does go much over that distance it is
very unlikely that a man will be there
to receive it

There iz no doubt that considerable
torward passing will be done, glthough
not as much as in past vears. The play
will be retained by all teams as a
means of- bullding up systems qf for-
mation and will also be utilized a great
deal on the third down, but the third
down will not come as often as the
second down did under last year's
code, and for this reason the play will
lose much of its popularity.

The eliminating of the twenty yard
limit has made posaible also the elimi-
nating of the fleld judge. This is a great
benefit. It makes the number of com-

The throwing out of ths onside
makes the game more sclentific than
lucky. This Is a good move. Criticism
has been rife that football was get-
ting to depend on luck more than on
science, Such a state of affalrs has
naturally been detrimental to the
game, as sport lovers in general like
science. As It 1s, there will be plenty
of the element of luck present, but a
poor team cannot go in now, as here-

long chances and getting away with
them, This year punting will be per-
fected as far as possible, and with the
field shortened the posseasion of a good
punter will be a great asset, while his
work wlll be of such a type that It will
be recognized and credit given for It
by the close students of games.

But while the science of punting will
be favored the science of drop kicking
and pl kicking will recelve a set-
back. ith a touchdown and a kicked
goal counting seven points it will take
three fleld goals to get any advantage
at all after the opposing team has reg-
istered a touchdowp and its accom-
panying goal Consequently fewer at-
tempts will be made for goals from the
field, and for the first time in years
this science will begin to show signs
of decline.

Outside of the necessity of the ten
yard zones on each end of the fleld for
forward pass purposgas the compelling
of these zones fills a long felt neces-
#ity. For a long time games that have
been played on amall flelds and in base-
ball parks have been handicapped by
the goal lines belog as close as three
and sometimes less yards from the
spectators. The result has been that
although a team has pushed the ball
‘{ across the goal line at a point near the
side lines it has often been hindered
in carrying it behind the poats, and as
§a result the attainment of the extra
point has been made more difficult. In-

¢’ the rushers with fences or the spec-
Jtators, so that this zone at each end of

than one.

tofore, with the ldea in view of taking |

m,jectur. This will depend whaolly ea

whether a team is weaker defensively.
If a leam can develop a falr attack
It <hou'd immediately turn to the de=
r if a team cannot be mcored
cannot be beaten. There«
aiches everywheres are plan-
‘pending most of the early sea-
so1 work on defense, and unt!l soma
of the results of thelr sfforts become
known It cannot be prophesied with
any degres of certalnty whether ths of-
fepse under the new rules can be suce
cessfully defended against. Ag the
rulea were made for .the purpose of
keeplng the prestige with the big teams
this point ls what Is worrying the
coaches at the larger schools, and 't
wiil probably keep worrying them uat'i
the smaller games are past

Eight Men on the Line

Tt seems now that the styie of fe-
temse will resolve Into eight men c<m
the line, ends playing wide, with ruzh
line ha!fbacks again qpming Into serv-

| {ce, the tackles and guards being made

résponsible for the middie of the line
and the center being pulled cut of
p ce 0 back up. One man will prob=-

Iy ba considered suticient protection
m the forward pass zone, and the ususs

' one man will be back for punts, being

assisted on fourth down by the full=-

 back, who will be pulled away from

'his point about fifteen yards behind
| center.

| It the rush line ha!Macka can get Ia
| fast enough to maks the tivowing o2

forward passes precarions, this defense
will suffice, and somephuse of 't ko=
ly will be used. It iz 0 be doublesd °F
more than one man will be uvsed '3
back up, as some teams d!d last year,

juries have also resulted from contact |

the fleld will work to more advautage |
| White the above consideration of the |

§
:
:

will cnuse littls concern to =

team 2 tesm to C37rYy &R t

b st Sy "n.. ;.au:::: repel an offense that can shift from | petent officials more possible to aecure | toe wsd mgﬁT ‘
tm-ndﬂ"“ A m’ rd tor. fety | line plunging and end running at will. | and will keep out of the list one offi- :
:llm.uﬂn! : onj'.;:c: The'éhiange in the rule regarding the | cial who usually has been used as a

plays “u’”' IR_Nwe :ﬂbﬂll forward pass will make little difference makeshltl and engaged as cheaply as

peopard mme. to efther | except inasmuch as the allowing of the | possible bhetause of the expenses in:,

E.Ivano. of am' jg.', w. ball } Pass to be legsal ever the gonl Mre will Leveredrm="Now the same @nounl of

This year & téam with the ball near
‘ua m, . line will bs able to rush changes stated practically covers every o
'twice resorting to a punt, while point that has been altered, the general rontos, who have' just
result of these alterations has only been | teTBalional league peanant,

in the middie of the fleld the ball can
he rushed three fimes At the same
time a forward pass heretofore cus-
tomary.only on the second down, will
‘probably be tried this year In the ma-

}gority of cases only on the third down. |

"AB & consesuence thers will be fewer
Sorward passes, fewer punts and a
great deal more real football of the
actual rushing kind,

Depends on Back Field,
Whether or not this actual rushing
will be of the old style line bucking
type, minus the element of mass play,
or of the kind which is more spectacu-
lar and produétive of greater advances
- when successful, known as end run-
ning, depends altogether on the kind of
back field a team has Certainly a
team that possesses good Interfering
and speedy backs will not resort to the
slow andiwearing method of penetrat-
ing the line of defense as long as its
speed and interference will succeed In
; eircling ends. At the same time a team
wn.h a heavy back fleld capable of
r-m:mm:mmmnm
the extremes, will play safe and do a
Jot of straight and cross bucking. Un-
, der these circumstances there will be
many games played in which one team
will play opea and run wjide and the
other team will smash the line. In this
respect it may be remarked that ordi-
narily a Hne bucking team with heavy
backs will be more fitted to counteract
lire plunging on the part of the op-
p-nents than it will to defend against

f

keep the defense pretty nearly regular

1 at sii i poings of the peld, dnd it will

be almost «sgasy for a team to gain
under the uhaﬂows of the posts as
anywhere else on the fleld. The allow-
ing of the pass to be wn-any dis-
tance ¢an be very neirly.totally disre-
garded. Very few men can throw a

torward pass over twenty yards with

mohéy put inlo three officials as was|
heretofore put Inté four will Insure as
good & staff as can possibly be ask-
ed for, and because of this fewer kicks

be heard about the officialing of| §

games. “Then, tea, the games will go
ahead faster, as three men calling fouls

wi{ll see much less than four, and a lot
of delays will thus be qrevemed.
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ANNAPOLIS TEAM

LINED UP

considered specifically In referénce to
the offense. The offense Is the easiest
department to work on this year; as it

way of attack, as it had last year, the
eliminating of the onside kick being
more than made up for by the allowing
of four downs and the throwing out of
a limit on the forward pass. There-
fore, the place where the changes will
be felt most is In the defense, where
more situations will have to be provid-
ed fbr than ever before, and where also
the Increased attack will maks it nec-
essary to increase the efficiency of the
defense if scoring is to be cut down.
Naturally more scoring Is expected
under the new rules than was the case
last year. But whether this scoring is
to be easler for the stronger or the

Lcareer with a pennant
has practically every advantage In thas

tionate ams-uni of spe/sd,

Is Came Twentv-tio fﬂt ,'

JOI KELLEY, mandger ‘r‘

fdentified with professional’
for twenty-two years. He

champion Boston Nationals n m

[ played Ia%t ficld for the

Baltimore

winners' of the pemnant .e“
1885-ar” 1538, Kelley was ‘o’
thé Hrookivna, who under
Hanlon's management won the ' Ni«
tional league cham n 1399
and 1809, It was in 1007 * “W
landed the Fusiam leaguo ponnant
the Toronto cilub. Becan=e 5f this =l
he became manager of the béston
tionals and the Cincianati Medy whlk
whom he aid not accompiiah much,
Then he returned to Toronto, the Ma-
ple Leafs finishing fourth in 190% and
again in 1910, third place being at-
tained last season. For eleyen
secutive years in tha major

weaker_team_ ls wherein there is cop-' Kelley hatted oveg 300,

‘Townies” Slight Favorites
Over High For Saturday Game

Wnen the Punahcu and the Town rwu. ¢ aching and the inability of

clevens played on Alexander Field last

urcay atterncon, the local foot-

all fans saw one of the cieanest and

of the fastest gridircn games
at has ever occurred in the ranks
f football in Honoiu!u. Althougch de-
ated by the small score of thirteen

players to get out for practice
every night. Every man on both teams
peudiu bas pusition with the ease of
a4 e.prrt and the fans are looking
= a-d with eager anticipation to the
day when these two teams will again
line up for another game. The townies
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